A Downing Street Homecoming
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A licensed nurse moved her family from a Section 8 apartment into her own home, with help
from neighborhood-building efforts aimed at strengthening Fair Haven’s Chatham Square.

Charice Darden grew up not only in Fair Haven, but on Downing Street. Now she gets to move
back to the very same street, just a block or two away. She can introduce her 10- and 6-year-olds
to the Quinnipiac River, which Monday morning rolled in the distance with the windy turbulence
of a real winter’s day, and to the park and neighborhood she knew and loved as a kid herself.

Darden celebrated the purchase of her first house at her new address, 69 Downing St., with an
award of recognition for her efforts and a festive moving-in party Monday. The event recognized
programs encouraging homeownership by the Mary Wade Home — Darden’s employer — the
Chatham Square Neighborhood Association, and the Housing Authority of New Haven.

Darden, a licensed practical nurse with the Mary Wade Home now for two years, was the
beneficiary of Mary Wade’s employee housing benefit program, an outright grant of $5,000. The
program encourages stabilization of the neighborhood, preservation of the attractive and often
historic homes. It encourage employees to live nearby.

Darden’s purchase accomplished all that. Mary Wade’s director, David Hunter (pictured in the
middle with Lee Cruz, senior philanthropic officer with the Greater New Haven Community
Foundation, which funds the stabilization efforts through home ownership around Chatham
Square Park) toasted Darden as “a great nurse, a great mom, and now a great neighbor.”

The tall green house with peaked roof is almost 100 years old and is surrounded by gnarled trees
nearly as old that stand on a corner with river views. It’s almost a nostrum that buying a house
will be for most Americans the largest economic transaction of their lives, and an often



financially daunting proposition. For lower-income people, that’s especially so. So Charice
Darden, a single mom, who’d been living in Section 8 housing in the neighborhood around St.
Raphael’s Hospital, prepared herself, and prepared herself well.

Not only did she qualify for her employer’s benefit, she learned about the Homebuyer Incentive
Program, funded by the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven for the area around
Chatham Square Park. She attended a meeting of the Chatham Square Neighborhood
Association, where she met a realtor, Marilyn Rosa (on the right, along with her attorney
William Raccio, and, left to right, Itsu Almodovar and Maria Carmona of HANH), who
eventually found this house for her. In the interim, she was able also to qualify for Chatham
Square’s incentive program, to the tune of receiving $10,000, matched dollar for dollar, to be
used for down payment or closing costs.

And that’s not all. As a HANH resident, Darden enrolled in HANH’s Family Self Sufficiency
Program. She took courses on credit, financial management, home upkeep and more. It’s a
serious program, with a minimum of monthly meetings, and many people take five years to
qualify. Darden did it in one year. As a result, the Section 8 support for renting, will now transfer
to help Darden with monthly support for the payment of the mortgage on her $220,000 home;
she also has an adjacent apartment in the house that will provide revenue.







